
New to Year 1 

Welcome to 
Key Stage 1



Badger Class – Miss Cooper

Hedgehog Class – Mrs O’Gara

Heron Class – Miss Griffiths 

Squirrel Class – Miss Taylor  

KS1 Assistant Headteachers – Mrs Somers & Mrs Spencer

The Year 1 Team



School Motto 



Example of our Routines in Year 1



You can find the 
curriculum 
overviews on the 
website.

These will also be 
sent out to you on 
the School Life 
app.





Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL)



Childhood has changed; children have not

“By the age of seven the average child will have spent a full year of 
24-hour days watching recreational screen media.” Dr Aric Sigman

Supporting school improvement through play www.outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk @OPAL_CIC OpalOutdoorplay

UK children’s screen time is an average six hours per day.

© OPAL CIC 2025



Supporting school improvement through play www.outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk @OPAL_CIC OpalOutdoorplay

Outstanding playtime every day, with no exceptions

© OPAL CIC 2025

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZfrmY9tuCM


The essentials

Supporting school improvement through play www.outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk @OPAL_CIC OpalOutdoorplay

Outdoor play is essential to your child’s health and wellbeing.

A waterproof coat A pair of wellies Tolerance of dirt and mud

© OPAL CIC 2025



New School Uniform 



Unacceptable School Uniform 



PE
We no longer have a PE kit as the children will wear the active uniform every day.
• No earrings are to be worn in PE. They MUST be removed before the lesson. 
• Ideally, please remove earrings prior to school. If children are to take them out 

themselves then please provide something to store them in
• Newly pierced ears will need to be covered with tape for a maximum of 8 weeks 

from the date of piercing
• Religious jewellery should be removed or covered with a sweatband. If no sweatband 

is provided, children will need to remove the jewellery themselves
• No other jewellery is permitted in school

• Badger – Monday and Wednesday

• Hedgehog – Wednesday and Thursday

• Heron – Tuesday and Thursday 

• Squirrel – Thursday and Friday



Topics
• Labelling the body and the senses

• Plants and trees

• Animals and animal groups

• The local area

• How am I making History?

• How toys have changed

• Where in the world are we?

• How explorers have changed the world

• What is it like to live in Shanghai?

• Materials

• What is the weather like in the UK?

• Mechanisms

• Christianity and Christmas

• Beginning to learn Sikhism

• Islam

• Puppets (textiles)

• Mechanisms

• Cooking and nutrition



Trips, Visitors and Special Events
• Play Village at School – Monday 14th September
• Walk to the Church – Thursday 10th December - Linked to RE
• Animal Man Visit – Thursday 21st January – Linked to Science
• Flip and Dippy Puppet Show – Thursday 25th February  - linked to DT
• Wild – Wednesday May 26th or Thursday May 27th – Linked to Science
• You can either pay on Parentpay the full amount of £42 by Friday 2nd 

October, or choose to pay in instalments using the following payment 
schedule:

• Friday 11th September – £5
• Monday 19th October – £10
• Friday 29th January – £7
• Friday 26th February – £10
• Monday 12th April – £10



School Fund 

• School fund is vital in helping to provide services and equipment not 
supplied by central government

• School budgets are very limited and are decreasing

• We use it to buy ingredients, creative resources, games equipment, 
plants, etc

• This now needs to be paid in cash on the door preferably on a 
Monday.  

• £1 every week

• Pay at the beginning of each term (£10) (Sept, Jan, April) 

• Pay a lump sum of £30 in September



School Rules
To show I am ready I need to:

• Arrive to school on time

• Listen when others are speaking

• Show a positive attitude to learning

• Try my best in my work

• Show focus in class

• Follow instructions first time

• Ready to help myself and others to learn

• Know the school routines and follow them

• To show respect I need to:

• · Speak politely and use kind words

• · Listen carefully to others

• · Value everyone’s ideas and opinions

• · Use good manners

• · Care for my things and things which belong to others

• · Work together with friends

• · Take turns and share when playing

• · Follow instructions from adults

• · Listen without interrupting

• · Care for my friends and people in my school

• · Learn how my emotions and behaviour can affect others

To show I am ready I need to:

• Arrive to school on time

• Listen when others are speaking

• Show a positive attitude to learning

• Try my best in my work

• Show focus in class

• Follow instructions first time

• Ready to help myself and others to learn

• Know the school routines and follow them



Rewards and Celebrations

• Children may receive a Going for Gold for demonstrating excellent 
effort, achievement or attitude towards their work. When they have 
filled their booklet, they can choose a prize from the Headteacher 

• Recognition board in class – this is for behaviour and values.  Children 
that stay on the recognition board every week will receive a certificate 
at the end of a half term

• Children earn reading certificates and prizes for the reading they do at 
home 

• Presentation Award – This will begin in the spring term.  Children will 
receive a certificate and a special pencil to use in class.  Children will 
also be invited to afternoon tea with the headteacher



Home Learning Expectations  

• The priority is reading 

• Ideally children read every day for 10 minutes

• Children will take home a decodable book each week.  Children 
are expected to read this book 3x on different days

• Minimum expectation is that children read 3x a week

• Speak to your class teacher if you need support with this

• Children can record 6 entries (2 books) a week in their home 
reading record

• Children will also take home a sharing (library) book within a 
few weeks of starting. This isn’t recorded in the home reading 
record



Note down the title 
once – no need to write 
it 3 times

Enter the date 
each time

Adult to initial 
each time



Home Learning Expectations 
Continued

• Our priority this term will be spellings, 
phonics and reading

• We may also send home a research project 
prior to a topic being taught 

• Each week you will be sent home a letter 
showing what is being taught in phonics.  This 
includes the sounds being taught for that 
week, words that they can practice reading 
with those sounds in and tricky words that 
they can learn to read and spell.



Little Wandle 
The progression of the phonics is on our website, together with information about how to support 
your child. We will have a phonics and reading workshop later in the term

Tuesday 13th October at 2:15pm - Hedgehog & Squirrel

Thursday 15th October at 2:15pm – Heron & Badger

Phonic Screening Test – This will take place week beginning 14th June.  It is a national test to 
measure children’s attainment in phonics and their reading and decoding skills. 

There will be a meeting closer to the time to give you more details.  Children who do not pass the 
test will have to retake it again in Year 2

Completing regular phonic homework will help support children’s development to prepare children for 
this. 



Attendance

• Attendance is very important to us and is closely monitored for every child as it 
has a direct impact on your child’s learning and progress in school

• Children are expected to be in school everyday and arrive on time. There are 2 
sessions a day where the registers are taken 8.50 & 12.30pm

• Leave of absence requests in term time should only be if there is an exceptional 
reason. Forms must be completed and handed in to the school office at least 10 
days before travel for them to be considered by the head teacher. 

• Medical appointments should be outside school hours unless they are urgent or 
hospital appointments. All appointment letters will need to be shared with school 
office in order to authorise. Children should attend school before and after 
appointments and only miss the minimal amount of time.

• If children miss 19 days or more in a school year they are classed as 
persistently absent

• Band 1 attendance is 95-100%, we celebrate chd in Band 1 each half term with 
an attendance certificate

• Last year Reception attendance was 94%, which was below our school 
expectation of at least 96%

School Attendance Lead 
Mrs Bayliss
jayne.davis@mfi.school

School attendance officer  
Mrs Taylor 
Lucy.taylor1@mfi.school

mailto:jayne.davis@mfi.school
mailto:Taylorlucy.taylor1@mfi.school


• We now ask all parents to complete a Pupil Premium (PPG) eligibility form at the end of the school 
year, ready for September, even if your child is currently receiving Pupil Premium funding. This is due 
to changes being introduced from September 2026, which mean that some children who would 
previously have continued to receive Pupil Premium may no longer be eligible. You will have completed 
this form in July.  If you haven’t completed this form then please do so as soon as possible.

• Children who are eligible for Pupil Premium may also be entitled to Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) 
vouchers during the school holidays. If you think your child may be eligible, please speak to the school 
office or visit the Sandwell website to check your eligibility and apply 
https://my.sandwell.gov.uk/MyServices

• The school also receives additional funding to provide extra support and interventions for children 
who are eligible for Pupil Premium.

• Free School Meals application forms are available from the school office.

• You can apply for Pupil Premium and Free School Meals at any time during the school year if your 
family's circumstances change, for example if you are no longer working or your household income 
changes.

School Pupil Premium Funding

https://my.sandwell.gov.uk/MyServices


Don't forget to keep checking our website, 
Instagram page, Facebook page and our 

new School Life app!

• School website –

•

• Moat Farm Parents tab to find the letters page 

• Curriculum tab – subject pages – useful links 

• Children tab 

• Safeguarding tab 

https://moatfarm.sch.life

https://moatfarm.sch.life/


General Reminders

• Please ensure children stay with you when walking to and from 
school and don’t run ahead.

• Bear with us at home time while we get used to your faces.  
Our primary concern is the children’s safety.

• Teachers do not have class support to check all the children’s 
book bags so please give any letters to them on the door.



Key Dates – Autumn Term  

• Monday 14th September – Play Village in school
• Wednesday 30th September – Individual School photos

• Friday 9th October – Mental Health day – Wear a yellow top
• Friday 9th October and 9th December– Flu sprays
• Wednesday 14th October- Parent Consultations

• Tuesday 13th October – Badger and Squirrel ‘Stay and Learn 
Phonics’ workshop – 2:15pm

• Thursday 15th October – Hedgehog and Heron ‘Stay and Learn 
Phonics’ workshop – 2:15pm

• Thursday 22nd October – Last day for Harvest donations

• Friday 23rd October - Break up for Half Term 



Key Dates – Autumn Term  

• Monday 2nd November– Training day
• Friday 13th November – Children in Need
• W/c 16th November - Anti-bullying week
• Monday 16th November – Odd Sock day 
• Wednesday 2nd December – Badger and Squirrel Xmas Concert
• Thursday 3rd December –Heron and Hedgehog Xmas concert
• Friday 4th December- Training day 
• Wednesday 9th December – Christmas dinner and jumper day
• Thursday 10th December – Year 1 church visit
• Tuesday 15th December – Year 1 Xmas disco 3:15-4:15
• Friday 18th December - Party day and last day of term 



What to do if you have a problem 

No matter how big or small we are here to help with any 
problems... 

Step 1 – Speak to the Class Teacher 

Step 2 – Speak to the Assistant Headteacher 

Step 3 – Speak to Deputy Headteacher/Headteacher



Moat Farm Infants Instagram Page


